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AN ESSAY 


@N THR INTELLECTUAL AND MORAL POWER OF 
UNIVERSALISM. 


Original, 

A firm persuasion that our Creator is possessed of 
every possible excellence, that he is our constant 
and best fiiend, * * »* that he will even- 
tually establish the universal and eternal reign of 
purity and bliss, cannot but tend to expand the 
heart, to cherish the benevolent affections, to soften 
the manners, and to unite the whole human race in 
the tenderest bonds of friendship, and affection.— 
Illustration of the Divine Government. p. 340. 


Amone all the doctrines advocated among men, 
mo one has met with more opposition than that 
which maintains the final purity and happiness 
ef the human race. Every possible objection 
bas been urged that the ‘mind could invent.— 
These have been presented in all possible forms, 
and they have been answered in every way that 
judgment and reason would approve. ‘ Pertness 
and ignerance,’ says Bishop Horne, ‘may ask a 
question in three lines, which it will cost learning 
and ingenuity thirty pages to answer. When 
this is done, the same question shall be triumph- 
antly asked again the next year, asif nothing had 
ever been written upon the subject.’ There is 
an impropriety and unfairness in the incessant 
repetition of an objection. We are willing, 
however, to meet our opponents on every hand: 
feeling satisfied that the time must soon arrive 
when this kind of warfare will cease forever.— 
Among the allegations presented, that of the li- 
eentious tendency of Universalism maintains a 
eonspicuous place. tis urged alike by the learned 
and the ignorant ; aud its falsity has been shown 
till we are almost weary of going over the same 
ground—like the traveller, who passes the same 
road a number of times with pleasure, but who, 
at last; becoming wearied with the same objects, 
desires to turn to other scenes to refresh his mind 
and engage his attention. 


lla very serious and heavy accusation ; still itis ge- 


nerally urged without reflection. Could it be 
proved, it would at once show great weakness and 
absurdity in our tenets. 


The objection comes in a too wide and extended 
form: for certainly those who urge it do not 
mean that every principle of our doctrine is cor- 
rupt. There are some points in which we agree 
with our opponents; such as the belief in the ex- 
istence of one Supreme Being—that he sent his 


the Scriptures—the observance of the Sabbath, 
etc. etc, We suppose that it is meant that the 
great conclusion to which we have arrived re- 
specting the destiny of man, will, if believed, 
corrupt the heart. But it should be remembered 
that we only maitifain that universal bappiness 


God. A higher object we could not ascribe to 
our heavenly Father, and a less object we dare 
not. We cannot discover in what possible way 
a belief in the final purity and happiness of the 
human race can corrupt the heart. It is generally 
admitted that such a view will increase the sui 
of human enjoyment; but then again, it is sup- 
posed that this very fact has an inmoral tendency. 
But there is one consideration which is generally 


beginning to be seen and duly acknowledged : to 
make men happy is one step towards rendering 
them virtuous. The eloquent Channing nndoubt- 
ly had this in his mind in the following remarks, 
and meant to give it his influence :—‘ Private 
christians, selected, at once for their judiciousness 
and philanthropy, must connect themselves with! 
the solitary prisoner; and by manifestations of 
a sincere fraternal interest, by conversation, books! 
and encouragement, must touch within him chords! 
which have long ceased to vibrate; must awaken 
new hopes; must show him that all. is not ost.’, 

The preceding remarks have led us snfficiently 
far to state with some degree of precision the 
plan and object of the present labor. It is to 
show THE INTELLECTUAL AND MORAL POWER OF 
Univesatism. Our subject willdivide itself into 
three parts :— 

I. The influence of Universalism upon the In- 
tellectual Powers. 

IL. its influence upon the Passions ; and 

JIE. Upon the Affections. 


A wide field is now presented before our view, 


and all that can be expected is that we should ex- 


i 
i 
| 


Son for the salvation of ma:—the authenticity of] 


will be the result of the moral government of 


rier 
overlooked, and not well understood, but which is}, 


\its effects. We are satisfied that it is the nature 
of our doctrine to give life, energy, and freedom 
to the mind ; and we are not without hopes that 
|we shall convince others of the fact. 


I, The influence of Universalism upon the Intel- 
lectual Powers. 

Wedo not mean to enter intu a discussion of 
|the nature of the human mind, or to consider the 
jeffect of our religion upon them all. The sim- 
|plest enumeration I have ever seen is the follow- 
ing :—perception, reason, imag ination, memory, and 
judgment. We shall select the third, and then 
take a general view of the whole. ‘The imag- 
ination, says Dr. Good, ‘is that faculty of the 
mind which calls forth and combines ideas with 
great rapidity and vivacity, whether congruous or 
incongruous,* This is the most active and lively 
faculty of the soul, and one which has more. in- 
fluence on the conduct and happiness of men 
\than is generally supposed. To this faculty, the 
poet, the divine, the painter, and the statuary per- 
\petually appeal. They gain this first. The pas- 
|sions and inclinations come over next, and the 
reason surrenders itself with pleasure. This 
|power of the mind is more frequently addressed 
than any other by the advocate of endless suf- 
ring. The doctrine itself never calls’ into exer- 
jcise the reasoning powers: for if these were ex- 
ercised, it would be abandoned forever. It seeks 
out all that is horrid and revolting. It loves to 
lcarry the mind te scenes of wretchedness and 
| Wo, in order that it may gather up some faint idex 
lof thatterrible tate which it is said, awaits the: 
‘sinner beyond the grave. In like mannet, it goes 
through creation and selects, the most awful ob- 
jects as illustrations of itself. It dwells on the 
sweeping teinpest—the overwhelming cateract— 
the red lightning and roaring thunder—the fam- 


jine,the pestilence and the sword, till, giving wings 


to. the imagination, it supposes objects and scenes 


ii . 
‘that have no earthly existence. Then, as if pur- 


posely to show the doctrine in all its horror, it is 
coufessed that creation itself furnishes no object 
that can convey even a faint idea of that misery 
which isto be inflicted on a large portion of the 
human family, Even language itself is corrupted 
in the very attempt to express the sentiment.— 
Thus, the imagination is filled with the tervifie 
images, while language, the medium of thought 
is distorted and wrested from its original purpose. 
The intellectual powers become distracted, pas- 
sions disordered, the affections blighted, and the 


plore a small portion of it. Even a limited con-| 
sideration of the mental er moral powers of the 


To consider the objection above named will be 
the leading object of this article, commencing: 


with some remarks on the charge itself; This is|determine the value of a doctrine, is to ascertain 


o* 


isoul would he a work far too extensive to attempt), 
inan article likethe present,’ The only way to} 


| 


conduct too often resembles that cruelty, and in- 
himanity on which the sentiment of eudless mis- 
ery is founded. Such a doctrine extinguishes the 


*Book of Nature. Series iii, Lectuye xv, : 
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glow of hope, and ‘ freezes the genial current of 
the soul,’ , j 

The doctrine of the ultimate perfection of our! 
race presents to the imagination the most sublime 
and beautiful imagery, and every variefy of illus-| 
tration. It fills itwith the most glorious thoughts, 
and pleasing representations. Around this sys- 
tem clusters ever} thing that is pure and elevating. 
It examines every religious theory on earth, and) 
appropriates all truth to itself. 


We shall now prove the purity of Universal-| 
ism, and its benign influence, by calling to our 
aid & well known fact within the experience. of] 
every public advocate of the doctrine. I allude 
to the fact that they are obliged to seek out the! 
most beautiful illustrations in order to convey the 
sentiment; and the purest language in order to, 
express it to the mind. Were it a corrupt sys-| 
tem, it would then require the opposite of both. 
Indeed, the greatest difficulty in maintaining Uni- 
versalism, is not in finding a sufficient number’ of] 
arguments, nor in meeting objections, but in ob- 
taining language and illustrations sufficiently pure | 
and elevated to express its excellencies. As eve- 
ry science detauds appropriate terms, so with re 
ligious tenets. Many attempts have been made 
to express the fulness, the principles and the effects 
of the doctrine, but we believe it never has yet) 
been done to perfection, save in the volume of in- 
spiration. 


Thus farin this division of our subject, we 
have spoken of the influence of our dactrine on 
a single faculty of the mind. We shall now pre- 
sent a few remarks upon its general operation on) 
the intellectual powers. It strengthens and ex- 
pands the whole, and imparts a life and energy 
which can be gained from no other source. They 
acquire a vigor and clearness never experiened 
before. The tongue is unloosed, the ear un- 
stopped, and the eye unclosed. 
vidual who can scarcely maintain a partial sys- 
tem against the slightest attack. He becomes a) 
convert to the doctrine of impartial grace. His’ 
mind is enlarged. He possesses more intellectual! 
strength. He reasons more clearly on the whole 
science of religion. Once he avoided all con- 
versation upon the subject, but now he readily! 
meets, even the giants of Partialism without fear 
or hesitation. The whole mind is open to con-, 
viction, and is willing to receive truth from what- 
ever quarter it may come. The individual looks 
in every direction, He sees no being, however 
impure, excluded from the mercy of’ heaven, and| 
he rejoices ‘with joy unspeakable and ful) of 
glory’ 

I, The influence of Universalism upon the Pas- 
stone. 


like the locomotive of modern times, ready for 


¥ ou see an Lae 


proportion as they blow steadily from a prop 
point, or are adverse,and tempestuous. Like the 
wind itself, they are an engine of high import- 
ance and mighty power. Without them, we can- 
vot proceed, but with them, we may be ship- 
wrecked and lost. Reined in, and attempered, 
they constitute our bappiness; but let loose and 
at random, they distract and ruin us.’* 

The great cause of human guilt and wo, is in 
suffering the passions to control the reason instead 
of allowing the reason to control the passions— 
Some divines and moralists have boldly contend- 
ed for their extraction: maintaining that they 
were the cause of more vice than virtue; of more 
sorrow than joy. Others have maintained thai 
they must pass through a mysterious change be- 
fore they are prepared for virtuous action. With- 
out passion, man would be like, the image sculp- 
tured from the sleeping marble, possessing all the 
features of humanity, but without life: or like 
the ship lying on the slumbering ocean rich\y 
freighted for her voyage, but without the propi- 
tious gale to waft her to the desired haven: o1 


its mighty burthen, but without the propelling 
power. 

There are two unhealthy conditions of the 
passions: torpor and excitement. It would be dif- 
ficult to determine which is the most injurious to 
community, or the cause of tue most unbappiness 
to the individual.t A religion that produces ei- 
ther extreme must be of bad tendency. The doc- 
trine contended for in this essay, harmonizes ail 
the powers of thesoul; giving each its appropri- 
ate sphere, and presentitig such motives as ar 
calculated to refine and exalt the mind, 

It is said that Universalism agrees with the de- 
pravity of man; that it suits his lowest desires, 
and allows him the free indulgence of all his 
basest passions 5 that it presents him with no ob- 
ject te fear; that, though his whole life may be 
inarked by the grossest crimes, he will not be ad- 
equately punished for his wansgressions. 

The above remarks have led us to a very desira- 
ble point, a point, where we can select what we 
wished in the commencement of this division ot 
our subject: two passions—which, though noi 
wholly allied, yet, perhaps, are not entirely 
distinct: —Ancer and Fear. They are some- 
times found separately and sometimes in com- 
pany. 

‘Anger, says Horace, ‘is a short madness.’— 


use of his reason ; occasions absurd and immoral 
conduct, and if long continued, may terminate in 


In an essay like this, designed only to present a 
few leading features of a great subject, a full and) 
distinct view of each part must not be expected.| 
An enumeration or classification of the passions, 
therefore, will not be attempted. This is the 
work of Moral Philosophy. Perhaps Dr. Good 
hws performed this labor as well as any author at 
the present day. The following extract relative: 
to the nature of the passions is worthy of atten- 
tion :—‘ In sailing over the sea of life, the passions 
are the gales that swell the canvass of the mental 
barque ; they obstruct or accelerate its course, and| 
render the voyage favorable or full of danger, in 


jhappiness regulates this passion. . It gives no 
room for its gratification. If a believer in this 
lsentiment is angry, even to madness, he capnot 
‘consistently with his religious views, pronounce 
eudless curses ou his victim. He is constrained, 
and obliged, however contrary to his-present feel- 
\ings, to acknowledge that the blessings of eternity 
are as sure for his enemy as for himself; that the 
time must arrive when all enmity will cease and 
perfect harmony reign forever. There is one 


*Book of Nature. Series iii. Lecture ix. 
}For some just remarks on the derangement of the 


Beattie says,‘ When in any degree violent it is/ 
truly so: for it deprives a man fora time of the! 


real frenzy.’t The doctrine of final holiness and | ight direction, and produces caution, timidity, 


‘and beautiful form, and never fails to attract the 


broad position which we are saustied, will bear 
the test of investigation. The mure vicious the 
mind, the more it seeks out the doctrine of end- 
less misery ; i.e. for others, not for itself: the 
more virtuous the heart, the more it delights in 
the sentiment of universal purity and happiness. 
A. variety of facts which might be cited, if it 
were necessary, abundantly confirm the truth of 
the remark. The more corrupt the heart, the 
more difficult is it to believe that Almighty love 
and power can cleanse it from sin. And if there 
were a totally depraved being in existence, or such: 
a creature a8 a personal devil, I do not believe any 
argument could convince either of the truth. of 
universal purity and happiness. On the contrary, 
a perfect being must, even, if unconvinced, de 
sire the truth of this sentiment, from his very na- 
ture; tor he could wish for no less, nor act on 
any other principles than those on which the sys- 
rem is founded. ; 


When anger governs the mind, then it seeks 
out the doctrine of endless sin and misery to 
gratify its revengeful spirit. Then the most hor- 
rid oaths are uttered; the most shocking impre- 
cations are pronounced. Partialism then takes 
possession of the wkole soul. It cherishes the 
spirit of the individual in his fury. With it, he 
jcan doom the object of bis wrath to indeseribable 
wretchedness. He follows him through life 
and to the tomb: then regales his imagination 
with the horrid thonght that fiercer pains await 
him beyond the grave than could be inflicted om 
him while on earth. Now it must be admitted 
that a believer in universal salvation may have 
such feelings and may use profane language, but 
then, he acts inconsistently with his own doctrime ; 
for he believes no one will be forever miserable, 
and in his religious vocabulary there is not even 
a profane term. He is one thing in theory, and 
another in practice. Universalism, to say the 
least, will in proportion as its moral power is felt, 
jregulate the passion of anger and suppress pro- 
fanity. 

Fear is the next passion to be considered,— 
‘There are so much danger and evil in our world, 
says Dr. Rush, ‘that the passion of fear was im- 
planted in our minds for the wise and benevolent 
purpose of defending us from them.* A very 
particular view will not be given of this passion, 
for its influence is very extensive. The term it- 
self isused to denote two states of mind; in the 
lone, the mind is completely enslaved ; and in the 


‘other, it is free, and is influenced by one great 
'principle—the fear of violating the commands 
lof heaven. ‘Combined with a sense of failure 
jor imperfection in our own powers, it takes a 


‘bash fulness, diffidence, respect and complaisance : 
innited to friendship, love and complacency, it en- 
igenders gratitude, devotion, reverence, veneration 
‘and awe, which are only different degrees of the 
lsame feeling’? ‘In this sense, it becomes an apt 
‘and beautiful type of every religious affection ; of 
idesire; as love, gratitude, zeal, devotion and 
‘awe-t Fear is seldom, if ever, found alone.— 
There is a twin-sister—Hope. She is of lovely 


admiration, and gain the affections. But we must 


*On the diseases of the Mind, p. 323. 


Passions, see Rush on the Mind. Chap. xvii. 312. 
{Elements of Moral Science, Part L. Chap. ii. p175, 


{Book of Nature. Series iii, Section ix. 


re 
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suffer her to pass by unnoticed; for she would 
eoon lead us away from the more rugged path 
which we have marked cut for our present labor. 

We proceed now to show in what manner Uni- 
wersalism influences the passion under cousidera- 
tion. Onesingle fact will be presented. We are 
the only sect that holds to the absolute certainty of 
punishment. ‘Those who maintain the opposite 
ground conténd for a longer duration of pain 
for transgression. But then it should be remem- 
bered that it is a principle in all correct systems 
of Moral Philosophy, that it is not the duration or 
severity, but the certainty of punishment that pro- 
duces the greatest moral effect. Herein lies the 
moral power of Universalism. It provides no 
way for the sinner to escape. Atthe same time, 
it urges him to repentanee not that he may avoid 
punishment, butin order to prevent a repetition 
of the offence. While punishment is proved to 
be certain, itis shown to be remedtal, end propor- 


ttoned to the offence; and of such a nature that) 
it must ferminate, not in rebellion, but in the com-| 


plete reconcilaition of all moral and intelligent 
beings to the Parent of crertion ! 

From the fact that we maintain the termination 
ef all punishment, an inference has been drawn|| 
hy our opponents wholly unwarranted by the 
premises. The weakness of the whole system is/| 
supposed to lie in this very point. But two facts 
are overlooked that ought always to be remem- 
bered in reasoning on the subject of punishment, 
and in the infliction of all pain for the violation 


of moral principles. 1. Both punishments and 
rewards are means, not an end. 2. Excessive 


punishments produce as bad effects as no punish- 
ment. ‘The writer thinks it would be ne greater 
error to proclaim no punishment for sin than to 
contend for that which will never cease. The 
former would produce torpor, the other, an excite- 
ment, bordering on phrensy. Either of course, 
unfits the mind for all moral duties. The doc- 
trine of the endless existence of sin and misery 
eaves no room for repentaice. The sinner may 
desire to reform, but his fate is sealed forever.— 
There, according to that doctrine, all heaven 
storms with wrath upon the helpless wretches.— 
The vast machinery which has been so iong pre- 
paring for their torture, is put in full operation. 
Their past momentary delights are brought for- 
ward to upbraid them: the useless calls: to re- 
pentance, with which they had once been pur- 
sued, now exact the long delayed, but cherished 
demand of vengeance: their once slighted means 
of salvation come in to increase their torture ; and 
the death of their rejected Savior, is made the 
choicest dart to transfix them with immortal 
pangs. Their omniscient judge, who through 
time had foreseen the result of all, now beholds 
it realized: they bewail their existence; they 
bitterly mourn the protraction of their lives; they 
blaspheme heaven in theirsufferings. Eternity 
rolls on, but the arm of a vindictive God tires 
not. His wrath is as lasting as the throne on 
which he reigns.’* 

IH. The influence of Universalism upon the Af- 
Sections. 

A few remarks on the nature of the affections 
will first be presen'ed. They cannot be controlled. 
The body may be thrown within the cold and si- 


- *Universalist Expositor. Vol. i. 123, 


ea 


| * Channing, 


‘lent dungeon. Around it may be placed ‘the 
chains of iron or fetters of brass, but no human 
| power can chain the heart. Man cannot love or 
hate from choice any more than he can believe or 
reject according to his pleasure. If he could, he 
might then, with great propriety be termed a free 
agent, and in some measure, beyond the power of 
‘Deity himself. 
‘created man can influence the Intellectual Pow- 


ers, the passions and the affections, at pleasure.— 


doctrine of final reconciliation. The uffections 
do not operate on surrounding objects, but sur- 
rounding objects operate on the affections. Not- 
withstanding all that has been said of the native} 


depravity of man, there are but few who do not| 


admire the sublime and beautiful. It may be 
said that Taste comes in bere, but then we must 
remember that it is as things appear to different 
minds. After all, it is what the mind calls beauty | 
‘thatit seeksafter. It is in the wisdom of Provi-| 
dence that all do not fix on the same object. If it| 
|were so, our pleasures would be extremely narrow 
and confined. To show why all do not agree in 
| the admiration of certain objects would be beyond 
lour province. hat the affections are involuntary 
‘is evident from a single fact. Present a dispro- 
|portionate ard horrid form before the mind, and 
(no power can call forth admiration—a passion is 
then aroused; aversion or anger. Present an ob- 
ject that the mind acknowledges to be lovely and 
beautiful, and no power can take the affections 
from it, If we would have the affections spread 
themselves and grow, we must present a wide) 
faith. The Deity must be seen, at once, as the 
Creator, Preserver and Redeemer of the world.—| 
No doctrine can more effectually place the affec- 
tions on the Deity than the one that maintains that/ 
he will never cease to Jove all the moral and intel- 
ligent beings that lie has tormed and brought into 
being. Indeed, if this does not warm the heart, 
and kindle the affections into life and rapture, it 
would be difficult to say. what will produce that 
effect. Wrath cannot do it. Terror is equally 
powerless. ¢ 


No other doctrine than the one under consider- 
ation, can lead to reverence and admiration. It 
places the institutions of public worship in a most! 
engaging and beautiful light. It shows that the 
Lord of the universe ought to be continually 
adored for his great goodness; that ‘to love Him, 
is to bind ourselves toa being, who is fitted as 
‘no other being is, te penetrate and move our 
whole heart, in loving whom we exalt ourselves; 
\in loving whom, we love the great, the good, the 
‘beautiful; and the infinite, and under whose influ- 
ence, the soul unfolds itself as a perrennial plant 


But we are satisfied that He who| 


This alone places us on broad ground to prove the] 


jties. 


| When the heart reviews these burning, kindling 
thoughts, then a desire for self-reformation fills 
the soul. ‘Then, too, the mind looks out upon the 
evils of society, and an ardent desire is experien- 
ced to correct them to as great an extent as human 
power will permit. 

| There is one fact which fully proves that Uni- 
versalism has a strong hold on the affections. All 
good beings desire that it may prove to be the 
‘truth of God. Survey the whole world, and 
wherever man roams, or dwells, on the, height of 
the Andes, on the burning desert of Africa, or the 
frozen regions of the Arctic world, there is one 


strong, unquenchable desire—and that is tor the 


| 


ultimate restoration of the whole human race to 
wuth, purity and enjoyment;—A single exeeption 
only must be made; when passion governs the 
/mind, then, and then only is the doctrine of end- 
‘less torment desired for the victim of human 
wrath. Then too, is the mind in a disordered 
state, and unfit to judge even for itself. If our 
doctrine were corrupt, it would not be desired by 
nan in the purest and most healthy condition of 
his nind, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Finally ; all good beings are Universalist in prac- 
tice. No one can act nobly, withoutacting on the 
fundamental truths of this system; orto change 
the form of expression, without acting on nniver- 
sal principles. A parent, who is kind to all bie 
children, is a Universalist in the family circle. A 
Magistrate, who is impartial in the distribution of 
justice, and is guided by mercy in his decisions, is 
a Universalist in the discharge of his official du- 
So in the political world. He who acts for 


the benefit of man, and is guided by the broad 
‘principles ef freedom, is a Universalist acting on 


the great theatre of life, Hence, a host of wor- 


\thies, who never professed an adherence to any 


particular sect, have been guided by the same 
principles that compose the system of impartial 
grace. Soin the moral world. What spirit mo- 
ved a Howard. to action, if it was not universal 
love? 

The farther an indivdual goes from Partialism 


the more sublime and noble will be bis conduct. 


Yo act on wider principles than Universalism is 


lutterly impossible: for like the river which Eze- 


kiel saw, ‘it cannof be passed over.” He who re- 
ceives this faith, enters not a narrow sect, but one 
that leaps over all sectarian bounds, and includes 
not only all men, but all that is good ; that teaches 
tbe noblest conclusion the mind ever grasped—that 
of the final triumph of truth over error, and virtue 
over transgression, and presents a universe holy 
and happy before the throne of God. 


Every other doctrine has been tried to reform 


under the cherishing sun.” * ‘This constitutes the|| 
chief glory of our religion. 
In this, 
sist. 


Tt ennobles the soul. 
its unrivalled dignity and happiness con-| 
The more the mind learns of the vast, im-|) 

measurable subject of a world’s salvation, the 

mere pure its aspirations, and the more ardent its 
desires after the services of the temple. 


The doct ine of universal purity produces love 
tothe world. It shows that we not only have all} 
one origin, but one common destination. It leads 
the mind forward to a period of everlasting har-|; 


‘purity aud enjoyment. 


the heart. Failure has been the fate of all. Let 


‘now the prospectof the final holiness of all beings 


be presented. If this fails, hope ends in despair. 
\We believe this system is acai not only to 
‘outlive all others, but to purify the world from all 
| unrighteousness, and to be the everlasting song of 
augels and men, when suffering humanity is re- 
deemed and made fit for the regions of endless 
Cigsi 


One of the greatest misfortunes of life is that of 


mony and love, throughout the flaming universe] 


‘being compelled to live with those who, by the 
very character of their own minds, are prevented 
or incapacitated from appreciating ours, 


‘ 
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THE POWER OF EXAMPLE. are not always sincere; and to dissemble, to be 
uncandid is often fashionable. 

¥'rom these reflections we learn the importance 
of mingling with those, who by their examples, 
We 
learn aiso the importance of guarding our lips, and 
controlling our conduct, that the words of our 
mouths and fruits of our lives may have a good 
and salutary effect upon all. with whom we may 


M. H. 3. 


Original, 


The power of example is admitted-by nearly 
all:persons; yet how few of us couduct as if we 
were setting patterns for those around us to copy 
If we are creatures of custom and habit, we are 
doubly so, of example; for we copy the ways, 
and imitate the conduct of those among whom 
we mingle. If a friend makesa purchase beyond 
his income, or maintains a style of living beyond 
his means, he offers as an excuse, that others do 
so. And weindulge in habits, not because they 
are useful, necessary, or comfortable, but because 
others so indulge. 

In some countries may be found amusements 
which captivate the whole nation. The same) 
amusements would fill another nation with the 
deepest. horror. 


will not lead us from the ways of wisdom. 


associate. 


Hartford. 


IMPORTANT INQUIRY. 


Original. 


Messrs. Editors, desire the privilege of’ in- 
quiring through the medium of your valuable pa- 
per for some information on a subject, which 

TM _ must be exceedingly impontant inthe eye of every 
And customs which are held in 


Arminian, J allude to the subject of infant sal- 
abhorrence by many people; are regarded by oth- | yarion and adult damnation. 1 was present at the 
ers, who have been educated by example, as sa- 


\fimeral of a childa few days since, where a Meth- 
cred and pure. ouist minister officiated. L cannot say that he at- 
If aman of an indolent, idle character, visits a) 


tempted to prove any thing ; but he made many 
place of great industry, be will soon feel its influ- |) 


statements without proof, and perhaps, without 
ence; and the example of others will induce hin: | 804 authority, It was those statements, that 
Let a young) 


ie : 2 p 9,2 %e . 
subject of this Epistle to my mind. 
man of sound principles, and of stern integrity, 


it 
to leave the place, or go to work. brought the rte y 
| To begin then, 1 would inquire, first. if the sal- 
. ¢ : : .. vation of infants is certain, because they die with- 
become a resident ina village given up to dissi-| 4 iat Sie 
| eut actual sin, whether it is notan act of infinite 


pation, and he runs a desperate risk of being ; ‘ , 
|merey in God to deliver them into the hands of 


thrown off his guard and of being enticed inio! 
the ways of sin. Mor it is extremely difficult. to) 
mingle with men of degraded habits and uot learn 


the spoiler, ere they arrive ata state of accounta- 
I bitity ?—and whether itis uot an actof cruelty 
God, to sustain those dependeut*on him, at the 
risk of their eternal ruin ? 

2. If Methodist or Anninian parents, are called 
jto yield their infants into the arms of death, ought 


their ways. 
Children are governed and educated by exam- 
\ 


| 
| 
| 


ple; and precept is lost, when opposed by exam- 


ple. The language, habits, and disposition of pa-/ ey vot to rejoice over the dead, ‘with joy un- 

rents, have a powerful influence upon children.— speakable’ that they are delivered from the wrath of 
lia F Be a at 1 

Bice hha? Wo eaiie Webrdli «heiehabebteraed for Grod and the flames of hell? Aud ought they not 


sheerfulness, order and kindness, and how soon |"? be clothed in garments of sorrow for the diving, 
that they are condemned to live. and be exposed 
toa doom of unmitigated wo? Yet where is the 
parent that acts or feels thus ? 
\; 3, At what particular age does a child cease to 
-|be an infant? If it be replied—we cannot tell; 
safe ex- then Lask, how can you be satisfied in any given 
amples; we should be careful how we imitate | instance, that ‘itis well with the child?’ You 
even them. They are men subject to like pas: |know that a child must be unable at the age of 
sions with us; they are acquainted with those in- ‘four years for instance, to understand what you 
firmities io which human nature issubject, and’ leall the conditions of the gospel. or the new birth, 
they are often tempted to leave the ways of uih &¢- And yet children at that age do wilfully 
Nor are they duly sensible, of the “disobey those wholesome rules, and precepts, 
great iufluence their conduct has upon others ; they which the gospel recognizes. Now, when they 
are not cautious enough to be good examples. 1 Wilfully disobey, they are guilty of actual sin, and, 
have 
influence of public men, and prove that they area als : 
|me? at present I anv unable to see any sufficient 


not sensible how much their conduct affects othe | fs esa yale vps than ak £ asa 
; Syeh tN or 16 OPMUON a 1@ Spirit.of the in- 
sago, the President of the Uni- ¢ \ ‘ : 


fant, fares any better in the hands of Him that 
ted States introduced into the capitol a billiard | gave it than the spirit of the adult. And 
table ; of ‘when men undertake to make a distinction 
them sel up, than at any other time. A person |netween their future states, on account of some- 
was prosecuted for keeping a billiard table; his thing they have done or neglected to do, I feel 
counsel did not attempt to prove the man to be in- that they are striving to lay some ¢ other foundation 
nocen!, but rested lis defence upon the fact that than that is laid, whieh is Jesus Christ.’ 
there was no tnore harm for him to do so than it 
was for the President. 
People of fashion are not safe patterns. They, 
will sacrificeyhealth, comfort, and true enjoyment. 


at the shrine of that idol. Fashionable people |If God ‘will not be always wroth nor-keep his an- 


@o these principles develope themselves in child-| 
| 


ren? Bartlet hatred, unkrndness and confusion | 
reign at home, and your children will drink of") 
these troubled waters. 


Mey in exalted stations are not always 


and justice. 


a circtunstance at hand, which will show the 
‘be datined. 


A few yea 


ers. 


aud in that season there were more 


B. 


QUESTIONS TO LIMITARIANS. 


Original. 


| 


jaccording to thé Arminian hypothesis, they must] 
If L mistake, who will underceive||? 


‘declaration of the Angel to the Shepherds on the 
lbirth of Jesus, It was the introduction to that'me- 


ger forever, will he punish any of his childres 
world without end.’ 

Is there any present pleasure in sin 2—vather is 
not the way of the transgressor hard ? 

Willa repentance produced by the fear of fu- 
ture pudishnent profit any thing? Is it not the 
yoodness of God which leads to true evangeliea 
repentance? Isthe fear of Almighty vengeance 
the best incentive to virtue and dissuasion frome 
vice? Does not that repentance produced by a 
conviction of thé goodness of God and a sense of” 
the propriety of obeying the divine requirments— 
and not the fear of punishment—enable us to place 
the utmost confidence in our Creator, and cause 
the heart to rejoice and abound with love fulfilling 
the law? What but a full conviction of God’s 
lovecan take away the enmity of the sinner’s 
heart? 

Is not the new birth synonymous with repent- 
ance orreformatiou? What is being born again 
buta change of belief—of conduct—ceasing to 
do eviland leartting to do well? And what will 
produce this—the love of God, or the fear of hell? 
| Does it not appear, from plain and positive decla- 
jrations of scripture that all men will repent—be- 
jcome holy—the » humble devoted worshippers of 
the living andtrue God—that ‘atl the ends of the 
remember and turn to the Lord 
andall the kindreds of the nations worship before 
That the time will come when they shall 


world shall 


him ? 
not teach everyman his neighbor saying, know 


“ithe Lord, but all shall know him from the least 


to the greates’—when every knee shall bow at the 
name of Jesus, and every tongue shall swear that 
inthe Lord they, have righteousness and. strength ? 
Shall not Christ make anend of sin, bring in ever- 
lasting righteousness, destroy the devil and his 
works and reconcile all things to God? Can the 
deviland ‘sin, his work, be said to be destroyed, 
if intelligencies eternally remain inthe same re- 
‘bellion as now against God.’ 
Is future salvatioto be purchased by present 
lobedience. Is not virtue its own present reward. 
}Orshall we be happy in the coming world, be- 
e any hotiness 
will not a 


cause we are holy here. I! we have 
‘here have we not now our reward ? 


full assurance—an unwavering belief in the un- 


limited, unchanging benevolence of our Creator in 
preparing an eternal rest of holiness and happiness 
at his right hand for our reception beget in us 
love and gratitude to han for his loving kindness. 


‘The grace of God that bringeth salvation to all 
men, hath appeared, teaching us that, denying un- 


godliness and worldly lust, we should live soberly, 
righteously and godly in the present world—’ will 
not the grace of God appearing, have the effect 
without the hope of future recompence ? 


D. H. 


Sees eee 


‘FEAR NOT.’ 


Original. 


The reader will readily observe, that this was the 


morable Sermon which has been the theme and 
the joy, of every generation from that time to the 


present. 


—- 


_ the resurrection of the Son of God. And behold 


“with double ener, gy—‘ How rapid is the flight of time !’ 


THE RELIGI 
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AND GOSPEL ANCHOR. 5 


It is a fact worthy of notice, that the same sen- 
ence occursas the introduction to the Sermon, de- 
hivered by the angel to the troubled women, after 


there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the 
Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled 
back the stone from the door and sat upon it. His 
countenance was like lightening, and his raiment 
Au i for fear of bim, the keepers 
And the an- 
gel answered and said unto the women fear not ye, 
for I know that ye seek Jesus which was crucified. 
He is not here for he is risen as he said. Matt.28: 
2—6. 

Thus the gospel uf Jesusis ealenlated to allay 
our fearsjand inspire us with confidence in the God 
of oursalvation. It is good news to all people, for 
itis theiestimony of G 


white as snow. 
did shake and beeame as dead men, 


Go’s universal love. 

What a striking vontrast between the preaching| 
of the angels of heaven, and the preaching of) 
mortal man? The first, say, “fear not, for unto 
you is born a Savior—for Jesusis risen, as he said. 
But the latter declare that we must be anxious, and 
Sear, and feel, that God is our enemy, and bell our 
just desert, . \ J 

Dudley, Mass. 


“ERgus RISES ASD ANCHOR. 


B, 


SATURDAY i “APRIL a 


econ 


—— 


INTRODUCTORY appREss—‘ The time is fulfilled’— 
the dawn of another year of arduous toil in conducting 
the Inquirer and Anchor has opened upon us. And, ‘as 
we intimated at ihe close of the last volume, we again 
‘appear to tender our warmest congratulations t o r 
numerous and indulgent patrons, and gird ourselves to 
the work of the coming year. The involuntary ejacula- 
tion, so frequently wa: from the lips of man in almost 
every stage of life, is’ now forced upon out hearts 


But a few short days, and how many things were not. 
whose history is now recorded and laid. aside among 
the things that have been! A few short days have 
brought us to our present connexion with individuals in 
all parts of the country, to wirom, though we have nev- 
er seen them, though hills and dales separate us from 
many of them, yet we are endeared by a thousand ter- 
der associations. Their very names speak to us of 
hearts that beat in unison with our own. We have ser- 
ved them heretofore according to the best of our abili- 
ty, and are thankful that we have received in return an 
expression of their approb ati ion In the continuance of; 
their favor and support. And now, we have again as- 
sumed the responsibilities, and entered upon the work 
of breaking the bread of life to tiousands of our race ; 
and we shall endeavor to be faithful through the year 
in the’discharge of the high and important duties which 
we have assumed. 


\that induce us to pursue our labor without hesitation.— 


= |\despite of slander, intrigue, and violence the denomin- 


And for this we most devoutly pray—that we may know 
and do our duty in every case. 

It would be superfluous, perhaps, for us to entertain 
jany fears in relation to our pecuniary resources ; for our 
patrons, we trust, knowing our wants, will relieve us 
(of all apprehensions on this point by a speedy and 
prompt remittance of their dues. Without such assist: 


lence, we should indeed be apprehensive as to our ability 


year. But we make the promise—and we venture noth- 
jing in doing it—that, if they will be punctual with usin 
sending in their dues, we will be equally so with them in 
furnishing the paper on eachretuming week. It must 
be evident to all that success depends, in a great meas: 
ure, on promptitude and efficient action, as well on the 
part of our subscribers, as on our own. 

We enter upon the work before us with hope and con. 
fidence. There are many encouraging circumstances 


A few years since, and the doctrine of universal benevo- 
lence was comparitively little known, and opposition to 
it was of the most bitter and malignant kind. But now 
the denomination has assumed a rank and importance 
among the sects in Christendom which secure us in 
some measure against the violence and contumely with 
which we have heretofore been treated. The ‘clubs 
and staves, ’resorted to in times past,and in some places 
even at this age,to suppress the doctrine recoil, with 
tenfold force uvpoa heads of those who «se them. In 


ation is rapidly increasiag.. We are therefore encoura- 
ged in the work we have undertaken, . not only by the as- 
sistance we derive {rom the increasing numbers of the 
order, but by the assurance thus given that we have truth 
ou our side, and that there isa power in trath whose 
onward course is indicative of universal reception. 


labor in the cause of our Master for the promotion of 
the happiness of our race. Although many have burst 
the fetters of sin—and worse than sin+a cruel creed— 
yet many others remain enveloped in the dark night of 
moral death. These claim our tender regard—humani- 
ty calls for their deliverance; end it would be fiend 
like in us—it would be’ imitating the character of the 
God whom they worship to turn a deaf ear to her sup- 
plicating voice. We ore impelled, therefore, by the 
call of duty, and in imitation of the meek and lowly Je- 
sus, who went:about doing good, to go forward in our 
labor. 

In relation to the course we design to pursue. in the 
minagement of the paper deiing the year before us,! 
very littleneed be said. Those who have patronized it | 
since it came under our control, can form some idea oi 
the character it will possess ia future. The principal 
difference will be an endeavor on our part to render.it 
more dignified, more courteous, and less objectionable, 
both to those who are with us and those who are against! 
as in matters of religious faith. While it will remain, 
the zealous and unshrinking advocate of universal} 
salvation ; we shall endeavor to treat with respectful 
attention those of a different faith with whom we may 
have intercourse. In conducting the paper we shall 


We confess however that we have some fears as to 
the result. It would be presumption in us perhaps to 
suppose that we can judge with such exactness and act 
with such discretion, that in jooking back, at the end 
of the year, upon our labors, we should’ not discover a 


single act which we could wish had not been done.— Inquirer,’ as well asa steadfast ‘ Gospel Anchor.’— 


never shrink from the conscientious discharge of our 


cise, as far as we are able, the spirit of our Lord and 
Saviour. We design to give the paper a truly religious 
character—to make it in word and in spirita ‘ Religious 


‘to furnish them with the paper in due season through the | 


Duty and philanthropy, also, claim our unremitting! 


duty; and, indoing this, it willbe our aim, to exer-/ 


when another year shall have passed away, those who 
have gone to the land of rest, may rest in the arms of 
Jesus ; and those who remain in their earthly estate 
may be made wiser and better—better prepared to enjoy 
the good and endure the ills of life. And, finally,when 
time shall be no longer, may God receive us all to him- 
self, to enjoy his presence and the smiles of ,his love in 
a world without end. Eps. 

Srorrness or HuMAN Lire.—That life is short, 
and death certain, is a truth which forces itself upon 
the understanding with the power of intuitive cer- 
tainty. In relation to the fact there can be no dif- 
ference of opinion; but in reference tothe use which 
we ought to make of it, people indulge various and 
very contradictory views. ‘Life is short,’ says the 

man of the world; I will therefore be diligent and 
lay up in store, an abundance of this world’s goods 
for my children- ‘Life is short,’ says the spend- 
thrift, I will therefore spend as fast asI receive; 
for if I increase my wealth, I shall not live, long to 
enjoy it. ‘Life is short,’ says the temperate man, 
but I will by a course of temperance lengthen it out 
as much as possible. ‘ Life is short,’ says the drunk- 
ard, { will therefore enjoy my bottle for a season.— 
‘Life is’ short,’ says the preacher, therefore make 
your peace with God, before death comes and it shall 
be forever too late. 


In this manner we might go on to the end of the 
chapter and though there is no dispute about the 
premises, yet we should find that the conclusions are 
as varous, as the courses of life, pursued by the in- 
dividuals, who use the proverb. Each one will al- 
ledge the shortness of life,as an important yeason 
why he pursues his general course of conduct. But 
we will not pursue this picture. We took up our 
pen to offer a word upon the use which Job made of 
this fact. He was in deep afflietion. He had lost 
his property, and was from affluence reduced to beg- 
gary. Jt addition to all this, wasting disease had 
laid its withering hand upon him, and he was to all 
appearance hastening to the grave. Under these 
circumstances his friends gathered around him for 
the purpose of administering to his comfort. But in- 
stead of comforting him, they. immediately set. ‘about 
tormenting him. 'They told him that his hands were 
stained with crime, and that God in his displeasure 
had sent these afflictions upon him as a punishment 
for his sins. And when the good man asserted his 
innocence, and expressed a hope that he should see 
better days, and declared that his trust was in God, 
they told him that the hope of the hypocrite was as 
a spiders web, and he should perish forever. It was 


not enough that their friend had been deprived of his 


property and children, and struggling with disease 
and sorrow his eyes were streaming with tears.— 
These officious friends must break in upon the hal- 
lowed sanctuary of his grief, and attempt to dash 
from his lips the last remaining cup of consolation. 
‘Miserable comforters (said he) are ye all,’ and in 
the language of expostulation he addresses them 
saying, ‘Are not my days few? Cease then, and 


let me alone, that I may take comfort a litile before 


I go whence I shall not return, even to the land of 


We know full well the frailty of human nature - ; and||How well we shall succeed in fulfilling our intention, darkness and shadow of death.’ 


_‘our apprehension is that we moy do, or leave undone||the close of the year alone can tell. 


But we pray God 


‘those things which will, in a greater or less degree. ||to direct us, assist us and support us. 


-bring dishonor upon the holy cause in which.we are en- 


As weagain salute our patrons—and salute them wi ith 


-gaged—the cause of our common Lord and Master.—|\the first number of another volume, our hearts glow: 
“But, trusting in the God ‘of ‘heaven, we have hopes that||with gratitude for their past favors and the promise oj 
sustain us—the hope of divine assistance in all our la-|\continued patronage. And .we pray -God.to pour upon, 
. forthe promotion of pure religion, peace-and love. |ithem hia choicest.temporal and epixitual: blessing—that the case. Of Job.and his.friends,..we should have 1¢ 


The reader will perceive, that the shortness of his 
|/life is here alleged as the reason why the friends of 
the good man ought to let him take what little of com- 
ort remained for him, on earth. 


Had these been in, our day no,events, analagons. to 


ae 


~ 
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mained silent upon the subject. But the opinion 
that it is necessary to torment aman on a bed of 
death still prevails ; and practice upon this opinion 
gives many a child of sorrow, reason to ‘plead with 
his friends, ‘ cease then and let me alone that I may 
take comfort a little before I go whence I shall not 
return. In our day as in the days of Job, when a man 
is afflicted or sick and drawing near the close of his 
earthly pilgrimage, it is common for his friends to 
gather aroundhim. But they are sure not to let him 
rest or take comfort. Indeed the only thing they 
seem to fearis that he will make himself comfortable 
inmind. Hence they usually ‘ heap up words against 
him.’ They tellhim he is a great sinner; andif he 
replies that he has full confidence in the kindness of 
his heavenly Father, that confidence will be denoun. 
ced as carnal security, and he will be gravely told 
that his hope is useless and he will perish forever.— 
Now, saying nothing about repeated commands of the 
scriptures to‘comfort one another,’ one would suppose 
that the common feelings of humanity would incline 
aman to pursue a different course. If they cannot 
say any thing to soothe the aching heart, mercy should 
teach them to hold their peace, and let the sufferer 

" remain as comfortable as possible. 

Some ofthe reasons however, which are rendered 
for pursuing an opposite course, are worthy of a pass- 
ing notice. ' 

1. The shortness of life is offered as a reason for 
troubling aman on a bed of death. 

When a minister goes to the chamberof sickness, 

and harrows up the soul of the dying with a proclama- 
tion of endless wrath, he will usually render as a 
reason, the fact that the man isnear the end of his 
days. His days are few, and he is standing on the 
shores of eternity, and that is the reason why I en- 
deavored to alarm his conscience. According to the 
reasoning of Job, this is the very reason why you 
ought to have let him alone to take what little of com- 
fort he could. Was it not enough in your view that 
the poor man was racked with excruciating bodily 
. pain; that you must needs labour to afflict his soul 
also ? 

Was it not enough tojcontent you, that he was 
grappling with the king of terrors, andthe stern fea: 
tures of death were staring him full in the face, that 
you must needs plunge a dagger in hisheart ? Was 
it not enough that streaming tears flowed down his 
cheeks, ashe looked upon his wife and children and 
sobbed the last farewell? Must you of necessity 
scatter firebrands, arrows &death around that solemn 
circle, and upturn the fountains of grief from the ve- 
ry bottom with threatenings of the deep damnation of 
hell? His days are few. ‘ Cease then and let him alone 
that he may take comfort a little before he dies.— 
If you cannot say as your Master said, ‘ be of good 
cheer’ then for God’s sake and for mercy sake, hold 

your peace. 

2. Another reason is that the soul isin danger of 
hell ? 

So much the worse! If the poor soul must go to 
hell as soon asa man dies, in the name of humanity, 
you ought to let him take what comfort he can while 
he lives. Is it not enough to content you that the 
man’s soul must howl with devils as soon as he is 
dead, that you must needs prowl around the dying 
pillow and torment him before the time ? 

Willit be said that this isthe way to save.a man 
from that awiuldoom ? Pray who has taught us that 
souls are saved by being tormented with fears on the 


bed of death ? We pity the delusion of the heathen|jdeep and silent while her heart. clung to hope,}; 


jmind in order to secure his favor. 


| who tears his flesh and tortures his body in pre toll 
save his soul, & yet shall we be told that we must afflict 
our own souls, or those of our fellows in order to save 
them? If such isthe factit were better tobe a hea- 
then than a} christian. Bodily pains are not be com- 
pared with mental anguish. It is better to have the 
flesh cut than the heart broke. To pluck ott the 
hair and tear the flesh are small things compared 
with thorns planted in a dying pillow. If therefore 
heathen Gods require the former and.the christian’s 
God the latter, then it were better to be a heathen 
than a christian ! 
For. what ? 
saved without torturing his body. Spare those emo- 
tions of pity, kind reader, and if thou hast tears to 


tals around you who hope for bliss only by wading 
through mental agonies compared with which the 
pains ofthe body are but a drop inthe bucket. Goto 
the covch the dying and behold there the professed 
minister of the gospel pouring wormwood into the 
mind of the languishing sick, and when you see the 
mental poison take effect, and witness the struggles 
of mental despair, say not that heathen priests alone 
are cruel, or that heathens alone are to be pitied. 


But no ; dear reader, rest assured that God does 
not require of us to afflict ourselves either in body or 
His mercies are 
around us every morning and they are fresh every 
evening. High as the heavens, monntains upon 
mountains thev rise, and the whole earthis full of 
his goodness. He asks us only to confide in him and 
be happy. ‘Thus making most of the few days he 
gives us on earth, we shall live in peace, and when 
our appointed time arrives, with cheerful renee 
bid adieu to earth, 


‘Nor cast one longing lingering look bebind.” 
I. .D. W. 


WitHoUT NATURAL ArFEecTion.—The following par- 
agraph, which we cut from the last number of the 
Christian Secretary, contains some remarks in rela- 
tion to the unfortunate and fatal accident that recent; 
ly oceurred in this city (Hartford) which for inhu- 
manity and a reckless disregard of the feelings of a 
bereaved family we have seldom seen equalled- 

An alarm of fire was given on Wednesday evening 
last. It was occasioned by an explosion in the Rock- 
et manufactory of Mr. N. Ruggles. This establish- 
ment is in the heart of the city, near the State house 
square ; and is presumed to be permitted by law, and 
conducted by the proprietor, asa special preservative 


of the city from fire. IJtis said the manufacturer was 
fined on the spot to the value of his clothing, a part of) 


the loss of windows, and many finished and unfinished) 
rockets, which disposed of themselves according to 
their own time and pleasure. We regret to add, that) 
Mr. R. is seriously indisposed from the wounds andl 
burns received bythe explosion. 

We can hardly pursuade ourselves that this is the} 
language of Mr. Bolles, the Editor of the Secretary,| 
and a professed preacher of the gospel. We had} 
formed a better opinion of the man than to suppose 
he could thus wantonly turn a scene of suffering and 
death in its most aggravated form, into ridicule and 
jest. Had he been present himself to witness the 
scene of suffering—had he watched, as we did, at 
the bed side of the sick and dying man, and beheld 


him waste away in the most excruciating pain, borne, 


had he seen the anguish of an affectionate wife, 


And yet we pity the heathen !| 
Why because he thinks he cannot be| 


shed prepare to shed them over those deluded mor-|! 


his skin, and the suffering of great bodily pain, besides|p» said to advantage on the subject ; and the contro- 


\versy has been conducted in so courteous and amica- 


indeed, with a resignation worthy of the devoted! s 
christian, but not the less intense on that, account— 


even till the breath of life was gone, and then we 
ing forth with an almost maniac wildness—had he be- 
‘held the distress and listened to the cries and entres- 
\ties of two young and affectionate daughters, who, 
young as they were and deep as was their affiction, 
\yet had strength of mind sufficient to entreat their 
mother to be composed and bear her misfortune as @ 
dispensation sent from heaven—had he been present 
to witness this heart-rending scene, we do not think 
|he would have been betrayed into the use of such 
unfeeling language—such cruel sport—as the above, 
even in reference to his veriest enemy. If he could 
have witnessed this without a tear, we are sure he 
must be ripe for the enjoyment of heaven in full view 
of the inexpressible miseries of an endless hell !— 
But we do not believe he could. We apprehend 
‘the paragraph was penned in haste, without due re- 
|flection ; and in his more sober moments he will re- 


| 


\gret its appearance. R. 0. W. 


A Souintoquy on Inripe.ity.—Infidelity, what is it ! 
iA dark and cheerless system of unbelief which orphan- 
iizes the whole creation,and robs man of his Father and 
jhis hopes. Where didit'come from? It is the offspring 
‘of folly, for ‘The fool hath said in his heart, there is 
no God. Why should a man be an infidel? Will it 
make him any better? No. ‘ Foras a man thinketh so 
‘is he.’ If he thinks he is poor, he will act like a poor 
man; and if he thinks he is a beast, he will act like « 


beast. Will it make him happier? No. Can it give 
bread to the hungry ? No. Medicine tothe sick ? No. 
Clothes to the naked? No. Eyes to the blind? No. 
Legs to the lame? No. Comfort to the dying? No. 
Hope to the mourner? No. Life to the dead? No. 
Who then needs the instruction of the Infidel? The 
wise man? No. He is wise enough without it. The 


fool? No. For he is fool enough already, and has no 
need to say there is no God in order to convince the 
world that he is a fool. The christian? No. He 


‘lwould make a sorry bargain, to exchange God for 


chance, or 8 mansion in heaven for » narrow grave.— 
Why then should infidels wish to spread their unbelief # 
Cannot a man come into the world withoutit? Yes.—- 
And walk without it? Yes. And tillthe earth? Yes. 

And laugh? Yes, And bry? ? Yes. Andeatand drink, 

and sleep? Yes. And die andbeburied? Yes. What 
more can he do with it? Nothing. What advantage 
then is infidelity? None. I. D. W. 


Dr. E. S, Evy.—The controversy, which, for more 
than a year past, has been carried on between Dr. Ely 


‘and Br. A. C. Thomas, has finally terminated. ° Dr. 


E. does not see fit to continue it any farther- We 
are sorry it was closed so soon, for much more might 


‘le a spirit, we were in hopes it would continue til! 
the subject was fully investigated. But the Doctor 
‘unquestionably saw that it was operating to his own 
\disadvantage, and being a careful man, thought prop- 
\er to close it with/all convenient despatch. We give 


below his closing letter addressed to Br. Thomas, 


Philadelphia March 5, [18365. 
Dear Sir,—I have now published your last letter, 


‘which I believe is one more on your side of the con- 
troversy than on my own. 


I shall here desist from 
all further regular correspondence, because I expect 
soon to start for a journey of two months at least, and 
all my time before my departure will be required in 
‘preparation. Your lettersin the Philadelphian are 
sufficient to show my readers what is the present 
scheme of universal salvation, and whatare the chief’ 
arguments by which it is supported ; my letters, pub- 
lished in raany of your papers, (to "the editors of which 
I make my respectful. acknowledgments,) will show 
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all who read them the principal scriptural arguments 
which are adduced in proof that some of the human 
family will be punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord and the glory of his pow- 


er 


On the score of politeness you have the advantage 
‘of me, for you very complaisantly feel confident that) 
I am sure of reaching heaven: you are’satisfied also 
of the final salvation of all whom you style partialists; 
while I am compelled to say, that I have personally |~ , i pera 
known but:a ae few Unixessilists who.were persons) Sunday and Monday evenings were attended by|) 


bruised him severely. They also attempted to 
and would probably have effected their object but 
for the magnanimity of the aforesaid vestryman, 
who rushed to bis rescue, and cut the handker- 
chief asunder. 
into farther derails—suffice it to say, that the riot- 
ers were arrested, and constables employed to pre- 
serve future good order, and my meetings on 


of good moral character; and I verily \believe there is |@” immense concourse of people, and I am per- 


no devise of the deyil so well calculated to blind men 
to their ruin, and harden them against all the admoni- 
tions of heavenly wisdom, as your scheme of univer- 
sal holiness and happiness, resulting merely from the 
resurrection of the dead to a state of immortal exist- 


ence. 


That our discussion should thus close, without any 


suaded that great good was the result from the 
whole affair. 


To CorRESPONDENTS.—Our correspondents are in- 
formed that communications designed for this paper 


should be directed to the Editor at Hartford Ct. Though 


unfriendly personal litigation, is to me a matter of our paper is published simultaneously at Hartford and 


satisfaction. 


I pray you to flee from the wrath to come, while you 
beg me to be assured of eyerlasting bliss beyond the| 


resurrection. Respectfully Yours, 


EZRA STILES ELY. 


Wuat Gop Requires—‘“The Lord hath shown thee, 


Oh! man, what is good and what doth the Lord re- 


quire of thee, but to do justly, love mercy and walk 
humbly withthy God.’ Reader, when you see aman 
who keeps the above command, you may set it down 
as a fact about which there is no mistake, that he is 
in the scripture sense of the word a man of God-—— 
No matter where you find him; whether in the church 
or out of it, in the palace or the lowly hut. 
an honest man, and in his dealings with his fellows 
at all times guided by the uncompromising principles 
of real honesty and sterling integrity—if his merci 
_ fol heart weeps over the sorrowsof the afflicted, and 


his hand gives relief to the needy, and yet he is hum-' 
ble, and modest in his professions of piety, mark that) 


man. Heis indeed and in truth the righteous man. 


Self-righteous pharisees may despise him, and cant-\hend will be as useful if not as captivating. 


ing hypocrites denounce his works as dead morality, 


anda deceitful artifice of the devil to ensnare his’ variety as possible, in order to give our readers a speci-| 


i} 


If he is| 


Hartford. Hence all communications must be forward- 
ed to that place. 
|| consequence is, that their insertion will be delayed ne- 
||cessarily, and an additional expense of postage incur- 
ed, 


Fortsvitte.—The name of Moreau Post: Office, 
| Saratoga co. N. Y. is changed to Fortsville. 
| 
| Tae present numper.—Our readers will perceive 
that we have made a material alieration,and, we trust,an 


improvement, in the appearance of our paper. 


reading. Though we cannot expect to suit all, yet we 


have full confidence that the present number at least 
| will give very general satisfaction. 


We have not been 
able to pay apremium for a ‘ Prize Tale ;’ but we have 
| beem favored with an excellent Essay on the moral and 
jintelleciual power of Universalism, which we appre 
We have 


endeavored to present in the present number as. great a 
2 


soul, but depend upon it, thisis the righteousness of!men of what we intend to make the paper through the 


God, end to him who practices it may the scripture be 


year. And at this particular time we earnestly but res- 


applied which saith, ‘He shall dwell on high, and the/|pectfully request them io make special efforts to in- 


place of his defence shall be the mountain of rocks. 
To him bread shall be given and water shall be sure.’ 


I- D. W. 


TurorY anv Practice.—In a letter recently pub- 
lished in the Magazine and Advocate, Br. George 


|crease our subscription list. Our present arrangement 
has been altended with considerable expense, but we 
design to make still further improvements, whenever 


our patronage will warrant it. 


dSWe shall send this number of the Inquirer & An- 
chor to those who have ordered it discontinued, hoping 


Rogers, who is now on @ tour to the west preaching'that they may still he disposed to continue their pat- 


‘good tidings of good,’ gives the following account of'|ronage. 
Here we see the doc- 
trine of endless misery carried fully and fearfully in- 
to practice, so far as its advocates have power to do it. 


his reception at Lancaster Pa. 


If they do not wishlto take it longer, they will 
| please to enclose itin a wrapper and return it as soon as 
|possible, with theirname and residence written on the 
margin: or if they can circulate it and obtain other sub- 


This is the doctrine which claims to hold in restraint) s2ribers, we shall be very thankful for any responsible 


the turbulent and vicious passions of men. 
very salutary in its influence ! 


How |names which they may send us, 


SprciaL Noricr.—We have taken the liberty to for- 


' Laneaster has a population of nine thousand |ward this number of our paper to many persons whose 


and ig situated in a very fertile limestone region) 
Appointments were advertised for me in the secu- 
Jar papers, for Friday, Saturday and Sunday eve-| 
nings, in the German Lutheran ehurch ; the pas- 


names are notonour books as subscribers, hoping that 


To 
some we send a prospectus enclosed within the paper—to 


they may hereafter favor us with their patronage. 


tor of which church is not only a Universalist in! i wasaiapcssseasre Ci 2 FRG NORMS Megs 


fact, but in profession—he is u worthy and talented 


Those who receive the paper with the prospectus, if 


man, and a majority of his congregation is with|tvey wish to become subseribers, are requested to send in 


him in sentinient. 


The Universalists have reuted 
the use of this clurch for a year, at stated times 
—to which measiire the rigidly Partialist part of 
the congregation, a small minority, are bitterly op-| 


their names as soon as possible—otherwise the paper 
will not be contined. If they do not wish to become sub- 
scribers, they are respectfully requested to hand the pa- 


posed. Friday evening passed over peaceably— per and prospectusto some of their friends and solicit 


but on Saturday evening a body of Germans rush- 
ed into the house as the people were assembling, 


and shutting the doors, threatened vengeance to 
any who should enter. 


a 


a 


They attacked one of the, 
westry-men with clubs and a brick-bat, and cut and 


their patronage ; and to use their own influence to ex- 
tendits circulation, whether they do, or do not design to 
become subscribers. : 

Those who receive the present number without the 
prospectus, are requested to use their influence to obtain 


strangle the sexton with his own handkerchief— 


Time will not admit of my going} 


Albany,and our subscribers in N. York State, have their 
papers mailed at Albany, yet the printing is done at}! 


If they are sent first to Albauy, the 


The size || 
and form are the same as the preceding volume ; but|| 
havingsmaller type; it embodies a greater amount of| 


other subscribers ; and, if they do not. wish to patronize 
it themselves, to return it, with their names and the 
name of the Post Office where they reside, written on the 
margain. To those who donot thus retum it we shall 
continue to forward it as to subscribers. 

{We wish our friends and. those who may receive 
this number to be particularly careful in attending to 
‘the instructions above given, as it will save us much 
trouble, and will be but very little to them. 

While we are on this subject we wish to remark that 
‘there are instances in which Post Masters have returned 
papers with these ominous words written on the margin. 
‘Returned’ ‘not taken out,’ But retumed from where ? 
‘Not taken out of what office? were difficult questions. 
|How in the name of wonder can we tell by the looks of 
an old paper how far or which way it has travelled ?— 
\'The subscriber’s name and that of the Post Office should 


(Ps 
|in all such cases be carefullywritten upon the margin. 
| 


BaLtou’s Sermons.—‘ We learn from the Liberalist 
\that the Sermons lately mentioned by Br'Thomas asin 
\preparation for publishing, are now just from the 
press. The following is the title; ‘Nine Sermons on 
jimportant doctrinal and practical subjects, delivered 
jin Philadelphia, November, 1834, by Hosea Ballou, 
\pastor of the 2d Universalist Society in Boston.— 
‘Taken in short hand- With a brief memoir of the 
‘author, and an appendix- Published by A. C- Thom- 
1as.’ 


Removar—Br. Case, we understand, has accepted 
the invitation, noticed last week, from the Universal- 
jist society in Plymouth Mass.. and is to remove to 
that place and take the pastoral charge of the society 
|about the first of May. We regret that he has re- 
solved on leaving this section of the Lords heritage ; 
for we very much need efficient and steady preachers 
jin the land of steady habits. We pray that the divine 


blessing may, as heretofore, attend his ministrations. 


| Booxs—We have received from Boston anew sup- 
idly of ‘ Whittemore’s notes on the Parables,’ and 
\< Page’s Selections,’ and can now accommodate t hose 
who may call for these works at our office in Hart- 
ford. 


) 
i 


Pocket Hymn Boox.—We acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of the Pocket Edition of Streeter’s Hymn 
‘Boor. Itis asmall, improved and neatly executed 
‘edition, and much more convenient in many respects 


‘than the former editions. We have a quantity on 


| 
| 


aes for sale at this office, (Hartford.) R. 0. Ww. 


| A new Socrery—We understand, has recently 


been organized in Prospect Maine, numbering thirty 
four male members. * ‘ 


i 


— :Mellgious Moticcs. 
A Lecture to Young Men, will be clivered inthe’ Uni- 


versalist Church, in this city, (Hartford) a week from 
next Sabbath evening. 


Br. M. H Smith will preach in Tolland, Ct. the first 
Sabbath in April. He will also deliver a Jecture in the 
‘evening in the Baptist Church by request, from the Para- 
\ble of the Rich Man and Lazarus. Luke xvi. 19—31. 


A discourse will be delivered in the Universalist 
Church in Berlin in the afternoon of the 2d Sunday in 
any in reference to the death of the late Hon. Samue] 

art. 


Br. W. A. Stickney will preach in Burlington the 3d 
‘Sunday in April and a lecture at New Hartford Centre in 
the evening. 


Bx. J. Shrigley will preach at the School house near 
Col. Samuel Norris’ in Suffield on the ist Sunday in 
May. Subject, ‘The new birth.’ 


Br. R. 0. Williams will preach at Broad Brook on th 
2d Sunday in April. y wo 


: 


SOBER. 


Weep not for the Dead. 


Original. 


Let not a tear 
Bedew thy down cast eye—unveil thy head, 
And gaze unshrinking on the lowly bier 
Where rests the silent dead, 


| 


They calmly lie 
Unmoved by griefs that rend the mourner’s breast ; 
Nor does the land lament—the piercing sigh 
Disturb their hallowed rest. 


Go, go thou then, 
And strong in virtue, mingle tears with those 
Who wrestle only with the strength of men, 
Against earth’s heartless foes. 


Go, where the glare 
Of lighted halls, reveals the crowd who stem 
The midnight haunts of vice—then spare, 
O, spare a tear for them. 


Go, drop a tear 
O’er fallen innocence—weep tears of blood— 
The priceless gem, that woman holds most dear 
Is swept as by a flood. 


The fever’d breath, 
The burning brow of the inebriate show— 
The moral darkness of a living death ; 
For them let tear drops flow. 


Oh, give the tear— 
The living clairn it—even angels shed 
A tear for those who darkly linger here, 
When all the lov’d have fled. 


But weep not for the dead. 
No more by vice allured, or weight of sin opprest 
The young sleep sweetly in their narrow bed— 
The aged calmly rest. 
Hunter, March 9, 1835. 


S. A, D. 


The Last Supper. 


Original. 


Jn a lonely chamber the captain of our salva- 
tion met his chosen band, from whom he was 
soon to be separated by the rude hand of vio- 
lence, and suffer the ignominious death of the 
éross, ‘the just for the unjust that he might 
bring us to God.’ He had before spoken of 
‘this time, and with great faithfulness had ‘fore- 
warned his disciples of his own sufferings, and 
of the relentless, persecution which would fol-| 
low all who should confess him to be the Mes- 
siah. 

With uplifted eyes he blessed the bread and 
brake it; with outstretched hands he blessed 
the wine, and gave theme both to his\trembling 
followers., A solemn hymn closed the feast,and 
all went out; Jesus as a lamb tothe slaughter; 
Judas with the treacherous kiss to betray him: 
Peter to deny him, witha solemn asseveration; 
and the remainder to flee, when the hour of! 
darkness came, and to gather renewed courage, 
when it had expended its awful, and fiend-like| 
power. 

Years have passed, and the command ‘this do 
in remembrance of me,’ is still cherished by ma- 
uy hearts; and the simple memorials, the bread 


and the wine are found in every christian clime- 
By these, we remember the babe ot Bethlehem; 
the youth amid doctors and lawyers; and the| 
Son of God doing good. We remember his 


THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER AND GOSPEL ANCHOR. 


{ agonies, he forgot not his mother, and where 


ue prayed for his enemies. We remember hin: 
in the tomb; we forget not his exultation t 
zlory ; and gratefully keep in mind his gracious 
promise—‘Because | live, ye shall live also.’ 
M. He. 3. 

Hartford, Ct. 


‘Beyond the reach of Mercy.’ 


Original. 


Many such phrases as the above are to be 
found in the vocabulary of partialism. This 
vowever seems one of those, which are mor 
entitled to attention; for lke a true coini 
years the impress and superscription of the sys 
tem. Its advocates employ it, tho’ in face +) 
Prov. xi : 31—in reference to persons punished. 
as they suppose, in a future state for their sins. 
Having committed them to the, Supreme, an 
paternal judge, they, without modesty or hesi- 
ration, boldly declare, they are beyond the 
reach of mercy ! However reconcilable sucl 
anguage my be to the system just mentioned | 
it is most evidently adverse to the Divine char 
acter. But how ? the partialist inquires; le 
him read. 

Ist. It annihilates a Divine attribute. Go« 
cannot exist independent of his attributes ; anc 
neicy is as essential to his character, as justic¢ 
yoodness, wisdom, knowledge or power, Hi: 
cannot be without them. That God is omni 
present, and will be so always, few will deny. 
It seems then, that throughout the universe, & 
to the latest periods of futurity, his attribute 
will, each of them, exist, under some ‘modifica 
tion. And that each must be tn exercise, is 
equally evident; for if one: may be dormant. 
they may all be; and then, like the heathen. 
and atheist, we should have a God void of sense 
and facul.ies ! 

2nd. It does more than to annihilate au at- 
tribute, for it establishes.another in its place. 
directly the reverse. Every quality of Divine 
nature must be positive, and there cannot be a 
intermediate or neutral ground. To say hei: 
without power, or that something is ‘beyoni 
the reach of it,’ is to.say heis weak. ‘To sa) 
he is without knowledge, is no less than to as- 
sert he is ignorant. ‘T’o represent him without 
justice in any case, is to ascribe to him the re. 


Died in this city (Hartford,) on Friday evening, March 


4 

does the partialist pass these over, and wake me 
selection till he comes to mercy? Js there any 
‘hing in ‘ merey’ obnoxious to him? No, it is 
ar from being so to him. Its repuznance does 
‘ot consist in this. Butihe question still press 
es—why does he single out the Divine mercy, 
und banish it so deliberately + beyond the reach’ 
of mortals ? The answer must be ; it is adverse 
vot to him—but ulterly adverse to his system. 
And tho’ this solution is obvious, and unavoida- 
sle (unless to a particlist,) we may in charity 
| suppose, on immoderate attachment is what may 
ender hin unconscious of it. 

To remark further on this subject Br. W. 
vould be only to detain you. Jt will be suffi- 
cient to say that the few thoughts now submit- 
ed (in penning which the writer cherishes to- 
vards the partialist no unfriendly feeling) ate 
such as have been naturally suggested. Ifap- 
sroved, and in your opinion such as to promote’ 
the cause of truth, I hope you will take oces- 
sion hereafter to place the subject in a more 
suitable shape before your readers. J. M. 

Amherst, Mass. i 


Marvtages, 


In Enfield on the 10th ult. Mr. Norton, of South- 
bridge, Mass. to Miss Clarissa Moody of Springfield, 
Mass. : . : 
In East Haddam, by the'Rey. Mr. Miner, Mr 
Solomon Doud, a revolutionary veteran, aged 85, to . 
Miss Abigail Chapman, aged 83, 

In Great Barrington, on the 5th ult. Mr, Oliver 
G. Law, merchant of Philadelphia, to Miss Eliza C. 
‘Hall, of the former place. 


Oeaths. 


. 


27, Mr. Nathan Ruggles aged 61 years. 

It is seldom that we are called to record a death un- 
der such painful circumstances as those attending the 
death of Mr. R. For some time past he had been en- 
'vaged in the manufacture of Rockets ; and on Wednes- 
lay evening previous to his death, while trying some 
composition which he had prepared, the fire was com- 
municated to a large quantity of the same material, and 
produced a tremenduous explosion. Mr. R., in at 
4empting to extinguish the fire, was dreadfully burnt.— 
de lingered in great agony till Friday evening, when he 
was released from all his sufferings by death. 

Few men have experienced more of the changes of 
life, than our departed brother; and few have borne 
the allotments of Providence with equal fortitude.— 
(through all the sufferings of his last moments he re 
dined not; but assured his friends that his faith was 
inshaken, and that its consoling power, supported hima 


verse. And so to say he is without mercy, i 
tosay heis cruel. These are axioms, tha: 
need no demonstration. 

3d. One thing perhaps may be said in miti- 
gation, for the partialist, tho’ no doubt he woul 
blush, to say it for himself. In using the above 
phrase he, undoubtedly, means, that the indi | 
vidual must be somewhere, when ‘ beyond the! 
reach of God’s mercy,’ and he may suppos’, 
that this ‘ somewhere’ is not included in th: 
Divine omnipresence !. Could he honestly make 
this plea, it would be equivalent to one of nox 
compos mentis, and render him far more excusa- 
ble ; for on this supposition, he limits God—the 
Holy One of Israel, and his attribuies ; wh re- 
as otherwise, he annihilates and reverses them. 


amid his agonies. 

To the cause of Universalism, Mr. R. has been, for 
many years, a firm and devoted friend ; and to its sup 
port he has ever lent his aid. fh 

May an indulgent God sanctify this bereavement to 
the afflicted widow and fitherless children. May they 
be reconciled to that Being, who appoints his owa 
time and his own way, to take his own to himself. 

M..H. S. 

In Berlin Ct.’ on the 27th ult. Hon. Samuel Hart, 
aged 74. Esq. Hart wasa man of exalted worth and 
respectability and has been eminently useful to the 
cause of impartial grace both at home and in Senate 
md house of Representatives, in this State—and not 
ly to Universalism,but to the cause of freedom and 
happiness, by his labor for the permanent founda- 
tion of our republican institutions. 


In Knox, Albany Co. N. Y., on the 18th Jan. last, 
widow Mary Brown, consort of Rey. William Brown 


Yet both are sufficiently heinous and absurd . 
if however he choose that which is less so, tc, 
be consistent, let him apply the phrase in « 
similar manner, to a few other attributes. Le 
him speak sometimes, of those ‘ beyond th: 
veach’ of omnipotence —of omniscience—of inft 


doctrine—its consoling power. its comfort and 
hope. We iemember him before Pilate, in 
mock array; on the cruel tree, where amid his 


nite wisdom, and those * beyond the reach? of 
Divine justice! It is rarely if ever, we hea: 
phrases so absurd as these used. Why then 


leceased, aged '73 ; andonthe 3d of March ult. her 
brother Christopher Chesebro, aged 80,a soldier of the 
revolution. They were natives of Stonington, Ct, 
worthy citizens and exemplary christians, of the 
Methodist order. ‘hey lived respected by a numer- 
ous circle of acquaintances and relatives. And in 
im advanced age, were gathered to their fathers, like 
shocks of corn fully ripe. R. E. 

In this town, very suddenly, on the 29thinst. Capt. 
John B. Stanton of Wethersfield, aged about 62. 

At Windsor, Mr Thaddeus Barber, aged 62. 


¢ 


j 


